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Between the Covers – Bookclub Night Summer 2019 

The Tattooist of Auschwitz 
by Heather Morris  

 

As a Jew from Slovakia during 
the start of World War II, Lale is 
forced into the custody of the 
Germans in order to protect is 
family. Unknowing of the 
suffering he was to encounter, 
it was love that truly took him 
by surprise and helped him to 
survive. Based on a powerful 
true story. 
  ~Kendra 

 

Washington Black 
by Esi Edugyan 

 

Eleven-year-old Wash is initially 
terrified when he is chosen as 
the manservant of his master’s 
brother. To his surprise, 
Christopher Wilde turns out to 
be a naturalist, explorer, 
inventor, and abolitionist. But 
when a man is killed and a 
bounty is placed on Wash’s 
head, they must abandon 
everything and flee.  

 

Where the Crawdads Sing 
by Delia Owens 

 

When handsome Chase 
Andrews is found dead, the 
locals immediately suspect Kya 
Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. 
But Kya is not what they say. 
Where the Crawdads Sing 
juxtaposes an exquisite ode to 
the natural world against a 
heartbreaking coming of age 
story and a surprising 
murder investigation.           

 
 
 

The Gifted School 
by Bruce Holsinger 

 

Set in the fictional town of 
Crystal, Colorado, The Gifted 
School observes the drama 
within a community of friends 
and parents when an exclusive 
school for gifted children opens 
in their community. This novel 
captures the ambitions and 
fears that animate parents and 
their children in modern 
America. 

There There 
by Tommy Orange 

 

This impressive debut novel by 
a new voice in Native American 
literature deals with the 
dilemma of urban Indians in 
Oakland, California. Estranged 
from their ancestral cultures 
and heritage, they are equally 
at a loss when dealing with 
mainstream society. A must 
read!  
   ~Harry 

 

 

The Nickel Boys 
by Colson Whitehead  

 

Based on the real story of a 
reform school in Florida that 
operated for one hundred and 
eleven years and warped the 
lives of thousands of 
children, The Nickel Boys is the 
devastating, driven story of 
two boys sentenced to a hellish 
reform school in Jim Crow-era 
Florida.  
 

  

On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous 
by Ocean Vuong 

 

This stunning debut novel is a 
raw portrait of Little Dog, the 
queer son of Vietnamese 
immigrants. It’s a coming-of-
age story written to the 
narrator’s mother, despite her 
being unable to read it. This 
book is so deliciously and 
devastatingly good, you’ll 
want to linger on each 
page.  ~Andrea 

 

 

How to Change Your Mind 
by Michael Pollan 

 

A unique and elegant blend of 
science, memoir, travel writing, 
history, and medicine, How to 
Change Your Mind investigates 
the medical and scientific 
revolution taking place around 
psychedelic drugs, and tells the 
spellbinding story of Pollan’s 
own life-changing psychedelic 
experiences. 

Boulder’s Bookclub Bestsellers 
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Dessa 
August 27th, 7:30pm, $5 

 

Dessa is an intellectual with a 
rap career; a creative writer 
fascinated by philosophy and 
science; and a charismatic 
performer dogged by blue 
moods and heartache. Her 
literary memoir, My Own 
Devices, is a candid account of 
a life in motion, in music, and 
in love. 

On Shelves 8/27 
 

Salman Rushdie 
September 17th, 7:30pm, $35 

at *Unity of Boulder* Tickets at 
SalmanRushdieBBS.eventbrite.com 
 

Inspired by the Cervantes 
classic, Sam DuChamp, 
mediocre writer of spy thrillers, 
creates Quichotte, a courtly, 
addled salesman who falls in 
love with a TV star. His 
creator, in a midlife crisis, has 
challenges of his own. 

On Shelves 9/3 
 

Ben Westhoff 
September 19th at 7:30pm, $5 

 

A deeply human story,  
Fentanyl, Inc. is the first deep-
dive investigation of a 
hazardous and illicit industry 
that has created a worldwide 
epidemic, ravaging 
communities and 
overwhelming government 
agencies that are challenged 
to combat it. 

On Shelves 9/3 
 

 

Adam Rippon 
October 21st, 7:30pm, $30 

at *Unity of Boulder* Tickets at 
RipponBBS.eventbrite.com 

 

Beautiful on the Outside looks at 
Olympic medalist Adam 
Rippon’s journey from a 
homeschooled kid to a self-
professed American sweetheart 
on the world stage and all the 
disasters and self-delusions it 
took to get him there.   

On Shelves 10/15 

 

Alan Lightman 
September 12th, 7:30pm, $5 

 

Three Flames portrays the 
struggles of a Cambodian 
farming family against the 
patriarchal attitudes of their 
society and the cruel father, 
set against a rural community 
that is being exposed to the 
modern world and its values. It 
is a vivid story of revenge and 
forgiveness. 

On Shelves 9/3 
 

Sister Helen Prejean 
September 24th, 7:30pm, $5 

 

In River of Fire, Sister Helen 
Prejean, the nation’s foremost 
leader in efforts to abolish the 
death penalty, shares the story 
of her growth as a spiritual 
leader, speaks out about the 
challenges of the Catholic 
Church, and shows that joy and 
religion are not mutually 
exclusive.  
 

 

Samantha Power 
October 7th, *2:30pm*, $10 

at *Naropa University* 
 

Samantha Power is widely 
known as a relentless advocate 
for promoting human rights. 
Her memoir, The Education of 
an Idealist, is an unforgettable 
account of the power of 
idealism, and of one person’s 
determination to make a 
difference.  

On Shelves 9/10 
 

Sasha Sagan 
October 29th at 7:30pm, $5 

 

Part memoir, part guidebook, 
and part social history, For 
Small Creatures Such as We is 
an exploration of Earth's 
marvels that require no faith to 
be believed. It is a moving 
tribute to a father, a newborn 
daughter, a marriage, and the 
natural world — a celebration of 
life itself.  

On Shelves 10/22 

Upcoming Events for Bookclubs 
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The Bride Test 
by Helen Hoang 

  

The Bride Test is a tender, 
sexy, and feminist novel that 
highlights the need for more 
diverse stories like it. Inspired 
by her own mother’s 
immigration story, this 
emotional romance had me 
alternately laughing out loud 
and holding back tears, leading 
to the perfect happy 
ending. ~Olivia 

  

A Terrible Country 
by Keith Gessen 

 

Andrei, a struggling academic, 
moves to Moscow to take care 
of his grandmother who is 
suffering from dementia. 
Andrei has trouble reconciling 
his memories of Moscow with 
the contemporary kleptocracy. 
Slowly, Andrei discovers that 
there are some wonderful 
people in the terrible 
country. ~Arsen 

  
Biloxi 

by Mary Miller 
 

Biloxi follows Louis McDonald — 
recently retired, recently 
divorced, and thoroughly 
confused as to how to cope. 
Told with wry humor, we can't 
help but root for this lovable 
misfit as he works on the 
reformation of his life. Funny 
and poignant, you'll come to 
love Louis and his little 
dog too.   ~Harry 

 

The Starless Sea 
by Erin Morgenstern 

 

The Starless Sea is one of a 
kind. Intersecting tales, a 
mysterious underground library, 
dangerous collectors, and 
Morgenstern's trademark writing 
style which is lyrical, descriptive, 
and engages all the senses. 
Make yourself a cup of tea (or a 
Sidecar!) and let this book 
transport you.  ~Julia 

On Shelves 11/5      

The Sisters of the Winter Wood  
by Rena Rossner 

 

This enchanting novel weaves 
together Russian fairy tales 
and the heartbreaking story of 
pogroms in Moldova and 
Ukraine. The story focuses on 
two sisters and what they will 
do for each other. The writing 
alternates between prose and 
poetry, creating a beautiful 
atmosphere.   
  ~Breanna 

 

The Death of Mrs. Westaway 
by Ruth Ware 

 

Hal, a tarot card reader on the 
Brighton pier, receives a letter 
that leads her into what she 
believes will be a harmless 
fraud against the upper class. It 
quickly builds into a mystery 
that gets to the core of who Hal 
really is and why her mother 
seems to have lied about nearly 
everything.  
  ~Cynthia 

 

The Guest Book 
by Sarah Blake  

 

Tensions are high when forced 
to choose between family 
secrets and family loyalty. The 
Guest Book is an impactful 
saga following three 
generations, all struggling with 
the past in their own ways. 
Despite its length, this book is 
unputdownable and is a great 
read for fans of Celeste 
Ng.  ~Olivia 

 

Sabrina & Corina 
by Kali Fajardo-Anstine 

 

This collection tells the story of 
generations of Latina 
indigenous women in Colorado. 
These beautiful first person 
narratives put you at the 
intersection of the past, 
present, and future as we 
follow these women through 
journeys of love, loss and hope.  
  ~Andrea 
Paperback avail. 1/7/20 

Our Booksellers Recommend... 
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Conversations with Trees 
by Stephanie Kaza  

 

Short chapter consist of 
musings, observations, and 
information on a different 
tree or grove of trees. Rooted 
in ecology and heavily 
influenced by Kaza's 
Buddhist education, this is 
the perfect companion to 
renew or strengthen your 
connection to the natural 
world.   ~Julia 

 

Why I’m No Longer Talking to 
White People About Race 

by Reni Eddo-Lodge 
 
 

Eddo-Lodge argues that racism 
is a structural phenomenon of 
a system. Whiteness and white 
discomfort are at the core of her 
argument, displaying that white 
folks need to be more critically 
aware of whiteness as both a 
privilege and an agent of 
oppression.    
  ~Tess 

 

Wicked River 
by Lee Sandlin 

 

This book is a wild ride down 
the choppy waters of the 
Mississippi river! Twisty tales 
include a steamboat fire, 
shanty towns made of boat 
parts and wild outlaws ready to 
rumble. Wicked River is a 
Twaintastic tale full of history 
and hi-jinks on the rowdiest 
river of them all. 

 ~Katie 
 

Conscious  
by Annaka Harris  

 

Part of what makes 
consciousness so fascinating, 
and frustrating, is that no one 
has a definitive answer as to 
where it begins and ends, or 
even how it is defined. Harris 
presents some fresh ways of 
thinking about consciousness, 
and it makes for an interesting 
afternoon of  
rumination. ~Trevor 

Everything Lost Is Found Again 
by Will McGrath  

 

McGrath's humor and humanity 
made this a life-giving pleasure 
from the start. There's a sense 
in this book of total acceptance 
of life, conveyed through 
playful, clever language and 
anecdotes that had me laughing 
at human folly in one moment 
and crying at incomprehensible 
tragedy the next.  
  ~Nick 

 

The Truffle Underground 
by Ryan Jacobs 

 

As demand grows and supplies 
dwindle, truffles of France and 
Italy have become that rare 
commodity people will 
seemingly go to any length to 
protect, obtain, replicate, or 
counterfeit. Jacobs offers us a 
captivating, multifaceted look 
at this secretive, and often 
violent, culinary 
subculture. ~Harry  

 

The Man from the Train 
by Bill James 

 

True crime fans: this is a chronicle 
of one of the most unbelievably 
gruesome sagas ever, when a 
maniac was born into a society 
that wasn't able to catch up with 
his ingenious approach to ritualistic 
killing. The author does a great job 
tying these murders together and 
following the Man From the Train's 
specific methods and fetishes. A 
bone-chiller! 

 ~Nick 
 
 

Underland 
by Robert McFarlane 

 

The book McFarlane has written 
about the hidden places 
beneath our feet is not just an 
account of his experiences, but 
a beautiful profile of these 
forgotten sites. He pays 
homage to the mythological 
significance of the “underland,” 
and never loses sight of the 
wonder it inspires. 
  ~Trevor 

NF 

NF NF 

NF 
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BCIA is a collective of independently published 
authors who live or work near Boulder and was 

formed to offer mutual support and leverage their 
joint efforts to reach a larger audience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Transference 

by Kate Jonuska 
 

A psychiatrist who’s 
#metoo nightmare 
meets his nightmare 
patient: a telepathic 
woman who can read his 
dirty mind and happens 
to be the wife of a 
Senator. Weaving humor 
with heart, curse words 
with comic books, this 
dark comedy was a 
Denver Post Staff Pick. 
  
 

 
 

 
The Unwinding: Gin’s 

Story 
by Juliana Rew 

 

First in a new series, 
Gin’s Story introduces 
Virginia Sun-Jones, a 
woman who can ride a 
Korean water dragon 
through the cosmos and 
between time and space 
as two universes go to 
war, aided by a time-
traveling civilization 
known as the 
Watchmen. 
   

 

Who She Is  
by Diane Byington 

 

In the fall of 1967, Faye 
Smith's family moves to 
Florida to work in the 
orange groves. When 
Faye discovers she has a 
talent for distance 
running, she and her 
friend Francie decide to 
enter the Boston 
Marathon. To get her life 
on the right path, she'll 
need to figure out what 
her parents are hiding 
and never lose sight of 
the finish line.  

 

  
 

Denver City Justice 
by J.v.L. Bell 

 

Newlyweds Dom and 
Millie Drouillard are 
barely settled into 
wedded bliss when their 
neighbor, the Widow 
Ferris, is found dead with 
an icicle piercing her 
heart. When Dom 
becomes the main 
suspect, Millie will do 
anything to keep him 
from swinging from the 
end a rope. 
 
 

 
The Burning Son 

by TH Leatherman 
 

In book No. 1 in the 
Burning Son series, pilot 
Mark Martin barely 
escapes his homeworld 
with the help of a crew of 
interstellar smugglers, 
but is forced to leave his 
father behind. He wants 
only to return and save 
his dad — if the crew 
doesn’t sell him to alien 
invaders first. 
 
 

BCIA’s Recommendations 

F 
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Blood Solutions 

by B.J. Smith  
 

A brutal crime in the 
Midwestern woods leads 
to a string of grisly 
murders that test the 
sleuthing skills of 
Detective Edward “Red” 
Shaw — at a time when 
his partner is on leave 
and his wife has officially 
left — in this “compelling, 
gut-wrenching thriller.” 
   

 
 

 
 

 
Stocker’s Kitchen 
by Juliet Wittman 

 

Run by the titular 
Stocker, an ill-tempered 
chef who nonetheless 
produces ambrosial and 
life-transforming 
food, Stocker’s 
Kitchen stews together 
the lives of colorful, 
touching characters: 
the diner waitress, the 
egotistical pastry chef, 
and the feral and 
beautiful Angela. 

 
 

 
Reveal 

by Harmony Kwiker  
 

In this vulnerable self-
help memoir, 
Harmony Kwiker 
shares her powerful 
story of healing and 
awakening. Now a 
successful healer and 
therapist, she teaches 
others to embody the 
wholeness that is their 
birthright and to live 
in alignment with their 
True Self. 
 

 

 

 

BCIA is a collective of independently published 
authors who live or work near Boulder and was 

formed to offer mutual support and leverage their 
joint efforts to reach a larger audience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Coming Up for Air 

by Kika Dorsey 
 

Kika Dorsey’s Coming 
Up for Air features 
travel poems from 
Indonesia, Austria, and 
the western United 
States, reflections on 
her own life, and finally, 
tender love poems that 
will move even the most 
hardened reader.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Calmer Waters 

by Barbara Cohn 
 

After spending a decade 
caring for her husband, 
Barbra Cohn offers a 
spiritual and holistic 
guide to help caregivers 
of Alzheimer’s and 
dementia patients feel 
happier and healthier, 
have more energy and 
time for themselves, 
and experience inner 
peace — despite the 
obstacles they face.  

BCIA’s Recommendations 

NF NF 

P 
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Meg Sherman is a 
Sales Representative 

for W.W. Norton 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Overstory  
by Richard Powers  

 

Nine strangers — each 
summoned in different 
ways by trees — are 
brought together in a 
last stand to save the 
continent's remaining 
acres of virgin forest. 
From the roots to the 
crown and back to the 
seeds, The Overstory 
unfolds in concentric 
rings of interlocking 
fables, exploring our 
planet’s conflict 
between humans 
and nonhumans. 

 

 

Orfeo 
by Richard Powers 

 

Composer Peter Els 
opens the door to find 
the police on his 
doorstep. His home 
microbiology lab — the 
latest experiment in his 
lifelong attempt to find 
music in surprising 
patterns — has aroused 
the suspicions of 
Homeland Security. 
Panicked, Els hatches a 
plan to transform this 
traumatic experience 
into a work of art. 

 

Norse Mythology 
by Neil Gaiman 

 
 

I've read plenty of 
Norse mythology, but 
what makes this so 
fantastic is that it's 
written by Neil freaking 
Gaiman. The prose is 
approachable and well 
crafted, so it reads like 
his works of fiction. He 
also characterizes the 
gods in a way that 
almost makes you feel 
guilty for getting a fly-
on-the-wall perspective 
of such mythical 
figures.       ~Lara 

 

Someone Knows My 
Name by Lawrence Hill 

 

Kidnapped from Africa 
as a child, Aminata 
Diallo is enslaved in 
South Carolina but 
escapes to Manhattan 
during the chaos of the 
Revolutionary War. But 
the prejudice of the new 
colony prompts her to 
follow her heart back to 
Africa, then to London, 
where she bears witness 
to the injustices of 
slavery and its toll on 
her life and a whole 
people.     

 

The Lonely Polygamist 
by Brady Udall 

 

Golden Richards, 
husband to four wives, 
father to twenty-eight 
children, is having the 
mother of all midlife 
crises. The Lonely 
Polygamist tells the 
tragicomic story of a 
deeply faithful man who, 
crippled by grief and the 
demands of work and 
family, becomes 
entangled in an affair 
that threatens to 
destroy his family's 
future.  

Meg’s Recommendations 

F 

F 
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F 
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The Reluctant Mr. Darwin 
by David Quammen 

 

Twenty one years 
passed between Charles 
Darwin's epiphany that 
'natural selection' 
formed the basis of 
evolution and the 
scientist's publication of 
On the Origin of 
Species. The Reluctant 
Mr. Darwin looks at why 
Darwin delayed the 
publication and 
examines what 
happened during the 
course of those two 
decades. 

 

From Here to Eternity 
by Caitlin Doughty 

 
 

From Here to Eternity  
compares all the bizarre 
and fascinatingly 
gruesome ways that 
human beings handle 
death. Beginning right 
here in Colorado with 
the nation's only open 
air pyre, this book is 
entrancing — its 
descriptions of our 
treatment of the dead 
highlight numerous 
ways we approach the 
human condition. 
          ~Lara 

 

Tesla 
by Richard Munson 

 

Nikola Tesla invented 
the radio, robots, and 
remote control. His 
electric induction motors 
run our appliances and 
factories, yet he has 
been largely overlooked 
by history. In Tesla, 
Richard Munson 
presents a 
comprehensive portrait 
of this farsighted and 
underappreciated 
mastermind.  
Paperback avail. 
10/15/19 

NF 

NF H 

 

 

Meg Sherman is a 
Sales Representative 

for W.W. Norton 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The New and Improved 
Romie Futch 
by Julia Elliott  

 

Exploring the interplay 
between nature and 
culture, biology and 
technology, reality and 
art, The New and 
Improved Romie Futch 
probes the mysteries of 
memory and 
consciousness, offering a 
darkly comic yet 
heartfelt take on the 
contemporary human 
predicament. 
 
  

 

 

Crazy Brave 
by Joy Harjo 

 

In this transcendent 
memoir, grounded in 
tribal myth and 
ancestry, music and 
poetry, Joy Harjo details 
her journey to becoming 
a poet. Born in 
Oklahoma, Harjo grew 
up learning to dodge an 
abusive stepfather by 
finding shelter in her 
imagination. Crazy 
Brave is a visionary 
memoir about family 
and finding a voice. 

Meg’s Recommendations 

F 

Between the Covers – Bookclub Night Summer 2019 

NF 

NF 



Page 10 

 

My Sister, the Serial Killer 
by Oyinkan Braithwaite  

 

One sister is beautiful 
and deadly, the other 
plain and efficient. The 
sisters seem like two 
halves of a whole, each 
supporting and providing 
something to the other. 
Oyinikan Braithwaite 
gives us a glimpse into 
how a society values 
beauty in this short, 
tense and wonderful 
novel that will stay with 
you after you turn the 
last page. 
 ~Liesl 

 

A Place for Us 
by Fatima Farheen Mirza 

 

As an Indian wedding 
gathers a family back 
together, parents Rafiq 
and Layla must reckon 
with the choices their 
children have made.   
All the joy and struggle 
of family life is here, 
from Rafiq and Layla’s 
arrival in America, to the 
years in which their 
children tread between 
two cultures, seeking to 
find their place in the 
world, as well as a 
path home. 

 

 

Foundryside 
by Robert Jackson Bennett  

 

Sancia Grado is a thief. 
Her latest target is 
nothing her unique 
abilities can’t handle. 
But unbeknownst to her, 
Sancia’s been sent to 
steal an artifact of 
unimaginable power. 
Now someone wants 
Sancia dead, and the 
artifact for themselves. 
And in the city of 
Tevanne, there’s nobody 
with the power to stop 
them.   

 

Emily Smolarek is a 
Sales Representative for 
Penguin Random House 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Olive Kitteridge 
by Elizabeth Strout 

 

In a powerful and 
compassionate voice, 
Elizabeth Strout binds 
together thirteen rich, 
luminous narratives 
through the presence of 
one larger-than-life, 
unforgettable character: 
Olive Kitteridge. Olive 
Kitteridge offers 
profound insights into 
the human condition — 
its conflicts, tragedies 
and joys, and the 
endurance it 
requires.  

 

 

Before We Were Yours 
by Lisa Wingate 

 

Based on a notorious 
real-life scandal in which 
the director of a 
Memphis-based adoption 
organization kidnapped 
and sold poor children to 
wealthy families all over 
the country, Wingate’s 
wrenching, and 
ultimately uplifting tale 
reminds us how, even 
though the paths we 
take can lead to many 
places, the heart never 
forgets where we 
belong. 

F 

F 

Emily’s Recommendations 

F 
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Emily Smolarek is a 
Sales Representative for 
Penguin Random House 

 
 

 

Normal People 
by Sally Rooney 

 

Normal People is a 
coming-of-age story that 
relates the complexities 
in our need for 
validation and our desire 
to live an independent 
life outside of society's 
expectations. Rooney 
writes with coarse 
emotion and vivid 
clarity, and her 
characters feel both 
familiar and 
sympathetic. 
 ~Katie 

 
Rocket Men 

by Robert Kurson  
 

Rocket Men tells 
the riveting inside story 
of three heroic 
astronauts who took on 
the challenge of 
mankind’s historic first 
mission to the Moon. In 
this real-life thriller, 
Kurson reveals the epic 
dangers involved, and 
the singular bravery it 
took, for mankind to 
leave Earth for the first 
time — and arrive at a 
new world.  

Evvie Drake Starts Over 
by Linda Holmes  

 

This heartfelt debut is 
about the unlikely 
relationship between a 
young woman who’s lost 
her husband and a major 
league pitcher who’s lost 
his game. To move 
forward, they will have 
to reckon with their 
pasts — the friendships 
they’ve damaged, the 
secrets they’ve kept —
but in life, as in baseball, 
there’s always a  
chance — up 
until the last out.  

 

Inland 
by Téa Obreht 

 

In the lawless, drought-
ridden lands of the 
Arizona Territory in 
1893, two extraordinary 
lives unfold. Mythical, 
lyrical, and sweeping in 
scope, Inland is 
grounded in true but 
little-known history. 
Obreht subverts and 
reimagines the myths of 
the American West, 
making them entirely —
and unforgettably — her 
own.  

 
Unbelievable 

by T. Christian Miller & 
Ken Armstrong  

 

Unbelievable tells the 
riveting true crime story 
of a teenager charged 
with lying about having 
been raped — and the 
detectives who followed 
a winding path to arrive 
at the truth. It is a 
serpentine tale of doubt, 
lies, and a hunt for 
justice, unveiling the 
disturbing truth of how 
sexual assault is 
investigated today. 

NF 

NF 

F H 
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Dylan joined the BBS bookseller team in 
October 2014, and he’s been an 
absolutely awesome addition to our store. 
He’s now our  lead manager, and he’s a 
great lover of books of all kinds. 

 
 
 

Everybody’s Fool 
by Richard Russo 

 

Return to the small 
upstate NY town of North 
Bath in Russo’s poignant 
and amusing sequel to 
Nobody’s Fool. In once 
again exploring the lives 
of this small town’s 
denizens, the novel 
uniquely captures life’s 
ability to veer from 
tragedy to hilarity. There 
are few better observers 
of rural life than Russo, 
who is here at the height 
of his power. 
 

 

The Mapmaker’s Children 
by Sarah McCoy 

 

The Mapmaker’s 
Children engagingly 
explores the emotional 
connections between 
two heroines separated 
by 150 years. Alternating 
between Eden in the 
present and the true 
historical figure of Sarah 
Brown, the daughter of 
the famous abolitionist, 
McCoy creates  a well-
paced meditation on the 
family, purpose and joy 
that we each create 
for ourselves. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Greek to Me 

by Mary Norris 
 

Be swept along the wine 
dark sea in Mary Norris’s 
striking tribute to all 
things Ancient Greek! 
Erudite and uproarious, 
the famed New Yorker  
editor recounts her love 
affair with Greek culture 
and her adventures in 
Greece itself. Her wit and 
charm infuses every 
page, crafting a memoir 
that is both learned and 
heartwarming.  
Paperback avail. 
4/14/20 

 

Love and Ruin 
by Paula McLain 

 

Following Martha 
Gellhorn’s rise as one of 
the greatest war 
correspondents and her 
mercurial marriage with 
Ernest Hemingway, this 
novel defies easy 
characterization. 
Simultaneously a 
vignette on love, the 
tragedy of war and a 
portrayal of female 
empowerment, Love and 
Ruin is a fitting memorial 
to Martha’s 
indomitable spirit. 

Dylan’s Recommendations 
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The Summer Demands 

by Deborah Shapiro 
 

An emotionally-
compelling portrait of a 
woman in her 40s 
recalibrating her life and 
identity through 
interactions with a 
young woman squatting 
on her property. Their 
relationship strays 
across lines of friend, 
daughter, lover, and 
even self, as seen 
through a flawed lens of 
introversion, grief, and 
midlife crisis.  
 

 

Social Creature 
by Tara Isabella Burton 

 

Couldn't put it down! All 
the high-society glitz and 
decay of Gatsby told 
from the trenches of a 
young woman in her 
twenties. The writing 
was so compelling that it 
made the intense 
situations seem familiar 
and unquestionable. The 
more extreme Louise's 
situation becomes, the 
more the reader 
sympathizes and 
identifies with her. 
Masterfully done.  

 

Genevieve has been with BBS for four 
years, and she is one of our most active 
employees for reviewing books and 
generally having great bookish 
discussions. She writes in her free time 
and loves books of all varieties.  

 

 

Red, White, & Royal Blue 
by Casey McQuiston 

 

Clear your schedule, 
because you won't be 
able to put this down! I 
read it in about two 
days, stopping only to 
work and sleep. Sweet, 
hot, and funny, uplifting 
escapism with a timely 
outlook. I've been 
gushing about Red, 
White, and Royal Blue to 
anyone who will listen. 
Absolutely must read for 
any fan of romances or 
LGBTQ  literature!    

 

 
 

Leaving the Witness 
by Amber Scorah 

 

With clarity and 
empathy, Scorah 
explains what it's like 
growing up in the 
intense and restrictive 
Jehovah's Witness 
religion, and why they 
think what they do. Her 
worldview shifts while 
she's preaching illegally 
in China, and as she 
learns about a culture 
other than her own, she 
begins to question the 
inherent 'truth' 
of her beliefs. 

Genevieve’s Recommendations 

NF H 

F 

F 

F H 

Between the Covers – Bookclub Night Summer 2019 



Page 14 

 

Here are some great resources for bookclubs, complete 
with tips, recommendations, and discussion questions. 
Please note that some of these sites link to chain  
stores — If you find something you like, remember that 
we can order it for your bookclub at a discount. 
Support the community where your bookclub lives! 

 

LitLovers: www.litlovers.com 
Book Club Girl: www.bookclubgirl.com 
Oprah's Bookclub: www.oprah.com/app/books.html 
Jewish Book Council: www.jewishbookcouncil.org/bookclub/ 
Reese’s Book Club: hello-sunshine.com/book-club 

Reading Group Choices: www.readinggroupchoices.com 
Mother/Daughter Bookclub: www.motherdaughterbookclub.com 
BookBrowse: www.bookbrowse.com/bookclubs/ 
IndieBound for Reading Groups: www.indiebound.org/reading-group-indie-next-list 
Read It Forward: www.readitforward.com 

 

Here are some great guides from the publishers: 
Macmillan: us.macmillan.com/reading-group-gold 
W.W. Norton: books.wwnorton.com/books/reading-guides-list.aspx?tid=3288 
Penguin Random House: penguinrandomhouse.com/book-clubs/ 
Simon & Schuster: simonandschuster.com/bookclubs 
HarperCollins: https://www.harpercollins.com/bookclub/ 
Knopf Doubleday: knopfdoubleday.com/reading-group-center/ 
Penguin Classics: penguin.com/static/pages/classics/readingguides.php 
Bloomsbury: bloomsbury.com/us/communities/reading-group-guides/ 
 
 

A key to the symbols in this guide:     

 

Local Authors: 
The following are local authors who may be interested in visiting your bookclub. The contact 

these authors through their websites. 
 

Elisabeth Hyde, BK Loren, Eleanor Brown, Gail Storey, Kayann Short, Katherine Harmon Courage, 
Jonathan Waldman, Scott Carney, Sarah Elizabeth 
Schantz, Richard Martin, Laura Pritchett, Waylon Lewis, 
Stephen Graham Jones, Paul Thomas Murphy, Bob Litwin, 
Katherine Marlowe, Susan Casey, Nuanprang Snitbhan, 
Michael Brownlee, Scott G. Bruce, Paul Levitt, Peter 
Heller, Leonard David, Jeffrey Bennett, John Gierach, Erik 
Weihenmayer, David Hicks, Eugene Buchanan, Lennard 
Zinn, Marc Bekoff, Andrew Schelling, Jon Bassoff, Philip 
Fernbach, Silvia Pettem, Douglas Light, Ramona Ausubel, 
Scott Jurek, David Haskell, Karen Auvinen, Anne 
Waldman, Jeanne Winer, Diana Byington, Marcia 
Douglas, Heather Hansen, Elizabeth Fox, Catlyn Ladd, 
Dominique Christina, Ed Shapiro, Laura Weaver, Ellen 
Mains, L. Hunter Lovins, Christine Caldwell, Greg Hill 
 

Good luck & happy reading! 

Bookclub Resources 
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