
 
Boulder Book Store Presents: 

Antiracism Summer Reading Program 

Discussion Guide 
Reading is personal. What we read changes us. If we share that experience with others, it can be an avenue to 
action. We invite you to take action as an anti-racist by reading one or more of the books found on our 
Summer Reading Program (go to https://www.boulderbookstore.net/antiracism-summer-reading-program to 
find the three lists, grouped by age), talking to at least one other family member or friend about the book, and 
then sharing that experience with us. Read. Talk. Share. And then make your summer a little sweeter with a 
scoop of ice cream from Gelato Boy, on us. 

What To Do:  
Pick a book and somebody (or somebodies) to talk to. It could be your family, a friend, or someone who 
has a different view than your own. You can read the book together, or you can read it and explain it to 
someone else. Be open and honest. Respect your own feelings, those of the people you talk to, and those 
of the people whose stories you are talking about. The important thing is to read and to talk. 

 

Guiding Questions for Discussion: 

1) Before you read: Why did you pick this book? What do you hope to get out of reading it? 

2) Have you ever had an experience like the person in the book? If not, why do you think that is?  
Possible sentence starters: Just like __[character]___, one time I ___ [describe experience] ___ . . . My experience 
is different from __[character]__ because . . . 

3) What do you wish you could say to someone in this book? 

4) Think about an important character or person in the book. Who is this character’s ally or allies? What 
makes them an ally? [Look up or talk about what “ally” can mean.] 

5) What surprised you and why? 

6) What do you think the author wants you to think about after reading this book?  
Possible sentence starter: I think the author wants me to think  _________, because . . . .  

7) Who should know this story that maybe doesn’t? How could you communicate the importance with them? 
Possible sentence starter: I could tell __ [person who should know about this] ___ about this story by ____ [how 
you would communicate it] ____ . 

8) How do you think the author wants you to feel? 

9) What do you think the author wants you to understand about others, the world and your place in it? 

10) What do you think it means for the author to have this story out in the world? 

11) What questions do you have? And how might you find the answers? 

12) What voices need to be heard or listened to? 

13) What else do you want to know about others’ experiences? How could you find out? 

14) As a family or group, what do you think our responsibility is now that we have read this book? Are there 
issues we need to learn more about? Can we behave or talk differently? 

15) What do you want to do or change about yourself or the world? What is one small step you could take to 
start doing that? 


